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Rationale for abrogating the 2008 PCD Ministerial Declaration and updating the 2010 Council 

Recommendation on Good Institutional Practices in Promoting PCD 

 

The 2008 Declaration [C/MIN(2008)2/FINAL] recognises in paragraph 1 that “…successful poverty 

reduction requires mutually supportive policies across a wide range of economic, social and environmental 

issues…” and that efforts are needed to raise awareness, improve coordination and political commitment, 

and to strengthen dialogue between OECD countries and partner countries on PCD challenges. These are 

all relevant recommendations, but taken up in subsequent OECD frameworks and strategies. In addition, 

the global context has changed. The 2030 Agenda, for example, underlines the need for a new approach 

which recognises that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, combatting inequality within and 

among countries, preserving the planet, creating sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth and 

fostering social inclusion are linked to each other and are interdependent.The OECD needs to demonstrate 

that it is adapting and aligning itself accordingly. The following note sets out key reasons for abrogation of 

the 2008 Declaration and for updating the 2010 Council Recommendation. The Annex provides further 

details on the OECD agreements endorsed by Council related to policy coherence for development. 

 

 The 2008 Declaration contains references to pre-2008 agreements (MDGs, Paris Principles on Aid 

Effectiveness). Some of these remain important acquis but others have been updated and represent 

a new paradigm in thinking and approaches. They should be reflected in current OECD agreements 

(2030 Agenda, Busan, AAAA, etc) and recognised clearly as the main reference and vision for 

global action. It also does not include references to other more recent international agreements that 

highlight policy coherence (AAAA, Sendai, Climate Change).  

 

 The 2008 Declaration does not make reference to non-state actors and providers that have an 

important and growing role in development finance and in applying policy coherence for 

sustainable development (PCSD). It does not take account of the very different global context, post 

financial and food crisis, which are addressed in subsequent ministerial documents (see below). 

 

 The new Agreements apply to all countries, not just the DAC. OECD instruments should adapt 

accordingly to ensure relevance to all countries at all stages of development.  This would also be 

consistent with efforts to make the OECD, and the DAC, more open and inclusive. The 2030 

Agenda has already been well integrated in the revised DAC Peer Review Methodology, including 

with references to PCSD. 

 

 The SDGs contain a specific target on Enhancing Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development  

(17.14). It is the only international agreement that has such an instrument, has been through an 

extensive consultation with civil society in all countries and agreed by the entire UN membership. 

PCSD is recognised as an important means of implementation and can help ensure effective 

implementation of the SDGs. 

 

 Other OECD Strategies and Action Plans supercede the 2008 Declaration with more recent 

mandates on PCSD. The focus for OECD and DAC members, accession countries, other non-

members should be on aligning with these more recent mandates and agreements, rather than to 

older and more limited ones with a narrow DAC and North-South focus. The obligation to align to 

the 2008 Declaration with regard to PCD (which is the case for accession countries), risks sending 

mixed signals and detracting from the new international agreements which require a whole of 

government, whole of society approach. It also deflects attention from the new expectations on 

PCSD in the context of a universal, integrated and transformative agenda. 

 

 OECD’s SDG Action Plan calls for updating PCSD tools and calls for a whole of OECD, whole of 

government approach. 



 

ANNEX 

 

 

OECD Agreements and Strategies endorsed by the Ministers which integrate and update key 

elements of the 2008 Declaration on PCD: These include: 

 

 2010 Council Recommendation on Good Institutional Practices in Promoting Policy Coherence 

for Development [C(2010)41] – the recommendations build on and go further than those set out in 

the 2008 Declaration addressing all the points above in a more explicit manner (commitment, 

coordination, dialogue, action).  It “instructs the DAC to promote, assist and monitor the 

implementation of this Recommendation, to exchange information on progress and experiences 

with respect to its implementation, including through peer reviews, and to foster international co-

operation including with non-Members on issues relating to the promotion of policy coherence for 

development”. It also “invites non-members to adhere to the Recommendation”  in recognition of 

the relevance of PCD to developing countries. 

 

 2011 Vision Statement [C/MIN(2011)6/FINAL] endorsed by the OECD Council at the 2011 

MCM;  

 

 2011 Framework for an OECD Strategy on Development [C/MIN(2011)8] also endorsed by the 

OECD Council at the 2011 MCM; builds on the 2008 Declaration with a recommendation to 

“Better leverage (OECD’s) policy recommendations, practices and instruments to provide a 

coherent approach to development by stepping up evidence-based analysis and identifying both 

negative and positive impacts of OECD policies on developing countries, building on the 2008 

OECD Ministerial Declaration on PCD”(para 8) and by “foster(ing) policy coherence for 

development at three complementary levels (Members, within the OECD and in emerging and 

developing countries). 

 

 2012 Strategy on Development [C/MIN(2012)6], endorsed by the OECD Council at the 2012 

MCM, provides an updated mandate on PCD – “Building on the 2008 Ministerial Declaration on 

PCD [C/MIN(2008)2/FINAL], the Strategy will also foster PCD in the OECD; contribute to the 

mainstreaming of the development dimension throughout the Organisation and its Committees; 

identify particular areas of policy incoherence; and ensure through guidance, annual flagship 

reports and other tools that the OECD’s policy advice is coherent and consistent with 

development.”(para 17).  

 

 A number of lessons have been drawn from years of experience with PCD [C/MIN(2013)11] and 

C/MIN(2014)14 both welcomed by the OECD Council at the 2013 and 2014 MCMs] . 

 

 OECD Ministers have endorsed an Action Plan on the SDGs [C(2016)166/REV2] following UN 

endorsement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which calls for action on PCSD. 

The Action Plan includes “Enhancing policy and institutional coherence by identifying policy 

interactions, trade-offs and synergies across economic, social and environmental areas; and 

considering trans-boundary and intergenerational effects” (para 9) and calls on the OECD to 

“Update PCSD tools and instruments to inform policy-making and monitoring efforts" (para 20c). 

The Action Plan calls on a whole of OECD approach involving all committees and actors as a 

matter for the Council. 

 


